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PRELIMINARY PLANNING
Family Weekend 2015 plans have
started after reviewing surveys from 
the previous year. This year’s Family 
Weekend will be October 9-11.
PAGE   2
FACING THE CHALLENGES
Despite being told she was too short, 
Eastern women’s basketball coach 
played professional basketball for 18 
years.
PAGE  8
JASON HOWELL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Professor Peter Wiles begins teaching his “Teaching Mathematics 6-9” class on Tuesday in Old Main.
By Cassie Buchman
City Editor | @DEN_News
This Valentine’s Day some sweethearts will 
be serenaded by the Coles County Barber-
shop Quartet’s “Singing Valentines for Hire.”
The “Singing Valentines” are groups 
from the Coles County Barbershop Quartet 
who will visit businesses and homes around 
Charleston to sing love songs to customers’ 
significant others.
The groups will sing three or four clas-
sic songs-per-customer, in barbershop style.
Sending a singing valentine costs $35. 
The recipient also receives a box of candy, a 
card, and a photo with the quartet.
Tom Woodall, from the Coles County 
Barbershop Quartet, said the money raised 
goes to area high school music programs.
Last year they raised $2,000, which was 
enough to give 10 schools $200 apiece.
The group also participates and helps 
the community by doing benefit concerts 
around Christmas and Easter for homeless 
shelters and food pantries. 
“Singing is what we do.” Woodall said. 
“Music brings joy to people.”
Many of the “Singing Valentines’” cli-
ents are men who call to have them sing for 
their wife, girlfriend or someone who works 
at their office. They go either to their home 
or work site wearing their brightly colored 
barbershop vests.
He particularly remembers the time the 
“Singing Valentines” sang to a couple that 
had been married for 60 years.
The “Singing Valentines” have sung for a 
variety of workplaces, including offices and 
even emergency rooms.
“We sang for a guy in an auto body shop 
once,” Woodall said. “He had grease all over 
him.” 
The “Singing Valentines” often attract at-
tention when they perform.
“We’ll sing in an office for a lady, and all 
the other ladies will come around, saying ‘I 
wish my husband had gotten this for me,’” 
Woodall said.
Barbershop 
Quartet
to become 
‘Singing 
Valentines’
VALENTINES, page 6 
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
The Charleston Police Department re-
sponded to incidents of aggravated battery 
on Jan. 31 and on Saturday, both of which 
resulted in the arrests of Eastern students, 
according to CPD press releases.
The more recent incident was report-
ed at 10:54 p.m. Saturday at 1415 Fourth 
St . ,  which i s  the locat ion of  the Bam-
ca  Re s t au r an t  whe re  po l i c e  r e spond-
ed  to  a  ca l l  o f  a  ba t t e r y  v i c t im ly ing 
unresponsive. 
An invest igat ion 
led to the arrest of 
Eastern student An-
dre Hodge, who was 
charged with aggra-
va t ed  ba t t e r y  and 
placed in the Coles 
County Jail pending 
bond.
T h e  C h a r l e s -
ton Fire Department provided initial med-
ical assistance to the victim, who was later 
transported to the Carle Foundation Hospi-
tal for further treatment.
The previous incident was reported at 
4:04 a.m. Jan.  31 at  an address  on the 
1300th block of Fourth Street and result-
ed in the arrests of Eastern students Zacha-
ry Wollenschlager and Ryan Oseman on the 
charges of aggravated battery.
Police found two subjects who appeared 
to have been injured, one of whom was 
treated at the Sarah Bush Lincoln Health 
Center.
Both Wollenschlager and Oseman were 
transported to the Coles County Jail pend-
ing the posting of bond. 
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
3 students arrested in battery incidents
Andre Hodge Zachary
Wollenschlager
Ryan Oseman
By Luis Martinez
Administration Editor | @DEN_News
Late last week, Eastern received its accredita-
tion report from the North Central Association. 
The NCA report gave Eastern favorable re-
views within its five criterion, but the report did 
mention some concerns found when the evalua-
tion team came to visit.
Some of the issues brought up in the report 
included changing leadership of the school by 
the end of this academic year, Eastern’s late entry 
into adding online courses, the decline in state 
funds, as well as Eastern’s sustained small class 
sizes.
President Perry will be vacating his position 
at the end of this academic year. As such, Blair 
Lord, the vice president of academic affairs, ex-
plained what would happened with Eastern after 
Perry’s departure. 
“So far as a change in presidential leadership 
goes, this is naturally stressful, but hardly out of 
the ordinary.” Lord said. “I am confident we will 
make this transition well.”
Lord also said the school may not lead the 
charge in online, there are still several degree 
programs being moved to online to stay com-
petitive, in regards to Eastern’s late entry adding 
online course. 
“We will have to choose wisely, but we are 
looking at this very carefully and doing the anal-
yses of demand as an integral part of this pro-
cess,” Lord said.
Lord said Robert Augustine, the dean of the 
graduate school, convenes with an ad hoc on-
line board. The purpose of the board is to look 
at each of the initiatives carefully. 
Eastern addresses NCA concerns
Faculty Senate debates athletic budget
NCA, page 5 
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Eastern’s athletics expenses totaled about 
$13.3 million in 2013, which was $3.7 mil-
lion more than the university subsidized for 
athletics, according to a report chemistry pro-
fessor Jonathan Blitz presented to the Faculty 
Senate on Tuesday.
Eastern’s appropriated funds that year were 
about $116.6 million, with academic affairs 
expenses totaling about $74.7 million, ac-
cording to the report.
Blitz compared the funding increase in past 
years for athletics to academics. According to 
his report, athletics expenses have increased 
by 32.5 percent from 2007 to 2013, while ac-
ademics expenses have increased by about 19 
percent. 
“The fact is, for any given year, whatever 
gain one unit achieves in funding is at the ex-
pense of another unit,” Blitz said. “The pie 
is only so big in one year and if somebody 
takes a larger slice, that’s even less for every-
body else.”
Dan Nadler, the vice president for student 
affairs, said Illinois’ financial problems in the 
past four years have brought challenges to all 
aspects of the university.
“I’d like to think that we would be work-
ing together to increase the pie,” Nadler said.
Grant Sterling, the Faculty Senate chair, 
said he did not think administrators were 
transparent about the budgets, and he asked 
why conversations did not begin when the 
Council on University Planning and Budget 
was doing its program analysis.
“Two years ago athletics expenditures were 
$400,000 over what we budgeted, and as far 
as I know, that was never discussed,” Sterling 
said.
 SENATE, page 5 
By Maria Baldwin 
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The dates have been set. Family 
Weekend is planned and expected to 
run from Oct. 9 until Oct. 11 next se-
mester.
Cathy Engelkes, the deputy direc-
tor of the Martin Luther King Jr. Uni-
versity Union, said the planning and 
preparation going into putting to-
gether Family Weekend, is a contin-
uous process. 
Engelkes said as soon as the week-
end concludes one year, the planning 
for next year’s festivities begins, and 
the staff in charge tries to make sure it 
is better than the year before. 
This includes looking at surveys 
given families to assess how the week-
end could be improved, and what fes-
tivities the staff could include or ex-
clude to make the weekend more en-
joyable, Engelkes said.
For 2015, she said the staff is still 
in the process of planning, and she 
predicts it will be just as fun as last 
year.
She said ideas are rotating around 
including providing discount in the 
Food Court instead of a spaghetti 
dinner and a pack-and-go lunch for 
families attending the football game. 
The possibility of bringing back the 
idea of a concert for families was also 
discussed, she said.
Engelkes said Dan Nadler, the vice 
president for student affairs, decided 
on hosting it Oct. 9-11 to collaborate 
with various departments, and look-
ing at the football schedule, he decid-
ed which weekend would be conve-
nient for the university.
As soon as families get home from 
Family Weekend, some are already 
booking their hotel for the next year, 
as hotels are already booked up nine 
months to a year in advance.
Jeff Patel, the manager of Days Inn 
Hotel, said many hotels in the area, 
including the Days Inn in Charleston, 
are already filled for Family Weekend 
next fall, with many people wait list-
ed for a room. 
Patel said these hotels do not give 
special rates for families who already 
may be spending a lot of money on 
this weekend; in fact, rates are even 
higher.
Kathy Beeson, the assistant man-
ager of Quality Inn, said a one-night 
stay at the Inn in Mattoon usual-
ly ranges around $70, but on Family 
Weekend, rates can be expected to be 
around $100 per night.
The hotel staff from the Charles-
ton-Mattoon area hotels said families 
stay for up to two nights.
Maria Baldwin can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mjbaldwin@eiu.edu.
By Katelyn Hill
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
Once a month, communication 
studies professor Scott Walus selects 
bands to showcase during Free Mu-
sic Fridays at the Top of the Roc.
Free Music Fridays was estab-
lished in 2013 and is put on by Ca-
vetone Records, which is Walus’ re-
cord label.
Walus said he always tries to give 
music lovers exactly what they are 
expecting, if not more. At the re-
cent Doppelganger’s Ball in Octo-
ber, he brought out a palm reader 
to give the show a unique charac-
teristic.
On average,  about 100 peo-
ple attend Free Music Fridays each 
month. There is no cover charge at 
the door; only donations are accept-
ed for tips to be split between the 
bands. 
Free Music Fridays include a 
different band every 40 minutes. 
Many bands travel from surround-
ing states like Wisconsin, Missouri, 
Tennessee and Indiana to partici-
pate in the shows. 
Walus said Free Music Friday is 
meant to appeal to many different 
crowds around the Charleston com-
munity and has been referred to as a 
“safe zone” for all. 
 “It is a place with no judgment, 
no pretention,” Walus said.
Walus said he gets the word to 
the 21-year-olds through campus 
chalking, word of mouth, and other 
forms of promotion. 
He said Cavetone Records con-
tinues to run Free Music Fridays 
throughout the academic breaks 
and during the summer to try to 
draw in more locals, not just stu-
dents.
Walus said Charleston has a very 
supportive community keeping Free 
Music Fridays running.
He said he hopes to make a dif-
ference and better the community 
through these shows.
Eastern offers some internships 
along with Free Music Fridays. This 
year, two students from England are 
participating in the monthly activ-
ities. 
Walus said he has been a touring 
musician for 15 years now, so he 
knows what it takes to acquire local 
bands for the showcase. 
Currently, about a dozen local 
bands play their own original mu-
sic and focus on song crafting. He 
said a variety of different music ex-
ists in the Charleston scene such as 
punk, indie, heavy blues and ap-
proachable rock. 
He said he takes pride in keep-
ing these shows going along with 
organizing them. Walus said he 
considers it  a success that on a 
recent trip to Champaign, locals 
there were asking about the mu-
sic scene in Charleston. 
He said a lot of his stories re-
volve around “small world” inci-
dents. Walus once had a band not 
show up, and while scrambling 
to fill the slot, he found out his 
opening act knew another band 
there from Nashville who he met 
while on tour. 
Roc’s  Blackfront  Restaurant 
and the Top of the Roc is current-
ly a family owned business. Wa-
lus made an agreement to work 
with them two years ago, which he 
said was based on a promise and a 
handshake that still holds true to 
this day. 
“If they don’t change the deal 
halfway through that tells some-
one’s character,” Walus said. 
The next Free Music Friday will 
be on Feb. 20, and the next will 
be March 27. Cavetone Records is 
holding its seventh-year anniversa-
ry along with Free Music Friday.
Katelyn Hill can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or kmhill2@eiu.edu.
Family Weekend dates set in place 
Show highlights Charleston music scene
Free Music Fridays 
brings in artists from 
surrounding states 
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Scott Walus, a communication studies professor and founder of Cavetone 
Records, holds the Ex’s Bombers Album on Mar. 21, 2014. Walus is in charge 
of selecting the bands that play for Free Music Friday at the Top of the Roc.
FILE PHOTO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Kelsey Trigg, a Charleston resident, gets her face painted at the "Face Painting/Sand Art Bottle" event during Fam-
ily Weekend on Sept. 20, 2014 at the Bridge Lounge in Martin Luther King Jr. University Union.
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Mock Interview Day with Employers | 9 AM - 4 PM
   Schedule a practice interview with a visiting employer; call 581-2412 for reservations
“Are We Still Evolving?” - a Darwin Day Event | 5 PM
   A free, open to the public video and presentation; Life Sciences bldg.
Images of Race in American History l 5 - 6 PM
   An exploration and discussion led by three History Dept. faculty members; Booth Library Rm. 4440
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
    February 11, 2015 What’s Happening at EIU?
LEASING FOR 2015-2016 
YOUNGSTOWN APARTMENTS 
916 Woodlawn Dr.(south 9th st) 
Great Views!  Great location! Great Staff! 
WWW.YOUNGSTOWNCHARLESTON.COM 
Great Location near Campus! South end of 9th Street in the Woods 
STUDIO, 1, 2,3 BEDROOM APTS AND TOWNHOUSES! 
PRIVATE DECKS! 
FULLY FURNISHED! 
FULL OR QUEEN BEDS! 
FREE TRASH & PARKING!  
3 ONSITE LAUNDRY FACILITIES! 
 
217-345-2363 to schedule your personal showing! 
youngstownapts@consolidated.net  
LIKE us on Facebook @ Youngstown Apartments 
Sign a lease by 
MARCH 13 for 
our deposit 
special of $150/
person. 
Pensees Books
502 6th Street Charleston, IL 61920
Open 10-5 Monday-Saturday
40-50,000 Titles in Many Genres
Book and Document 
Restoration and Rebinding
 (217) 512-2239 
penseesbooks@mchsi.com
KNEW HOW TO “THAI” ONE ON.
BRING YOUR VALENTINE IN
OR GET TAKE OUT FOR TWO
 FREE
with any entrée order
Siam Thai Restaurant
Across from Old Main
345-0313
this weekend & get your choice:
A ‘COUPLE’ OF EGG ROLLS   
FRIED ICE CREAM for YOU    
& YOUR ‘SWEET’ HEART
Hear your favor
ite
broadway hits a
ll
in one place!
Check out our multimedia content!www.dailyeasternnews.com
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
 An anthropology professor from Indiana Uni-
versity spoke on hormones and their effect on bi-
ological traits as part of the Darwin Day lecture 
series.
Michael Muehlenbein said these hormones 
might be the reason for many modern biologi-
cal traits, including why human toddlers basically 
look like “lollipops.”
His lecture Tuesday night was called “Hor-
mones, Health, and Life Histories.”
Muehlenbein said this was not his first time 
visiting Eastern, as one of his best friends used to 
attend the university.
Muehlenbein said in his studies he and his 
team have tried to connect the dots of some ques-
tions, such as the relationships between hor-
mones, life-history evolution and health out-
comes.
He said his topic focused more on human and 
non-human primates’ life history and hormones.
He said humans do not have a singular life-
history trait, but rather an interesting combina-
tion of them.
Traits like post-natal brain growth and the ex-
tended period of juvenile dependency are a few of 
those traits he said makes humans different then 
other primates. 
“This is why we have 4 to 5 year-olds that es-
sentially look like lollipops, little bodies with a gi-
ant head,” he said.
Muehlenbien said the traits are not unique to 
humans, but what makes them unique are the 
fertility levels.
He said other species usually have a low fertil-
ity rate because they take a long time to get to 
the reproduction levels needed to properly re-
produce.  
Humans, however, have very high fertility 
levels compared to these other species.
He said there are trade-offs of different traits 
as well.
Muehlenbein said the reason why young 
women, usually between the ages of 15 and 16, 
who are pregnant, have a higher risk of having a 
pre-term birth, and the size of the child is small-
er than the average size.
“The idea here is that they are still growing 
and that you can’t invest optimally in grow and 
reproduction at the same time,” he said.
He said when he was looking at the studies 
of women’s reproduction rates and levels, he no-
ticed there were not many that focused on men’s 
reproduction.
He said it was because he decided to study 
and look more into men’s hormones and repro-
duction levels.
During his lecture, he went more into detail 
of the work he has done over the years, some by 
himself and other stuff with his team.
Stephanie White can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or sewhite2@eiu.edu.
By Stephanie White
Entertainment Editor | @DEN_News
Sherry Maurer said she sees a bright future for the 
Tarble Arts Center and wants students along with the 
community to be a part of Tarble, and what takes 
place within its walls.
Maurer visited Eastern Monday and Tuesday as 
the third person to be interviewed for the Tarble’s di-
rector position.
She has worked at Black Hawk College in Moline 
where she was an art instructor for the fall 2014 se-
mester.
Maurer was the coordinator for the Midcoast Fine 
Arts Bucktown Center for the Arts in Davenport, 
Iowa.
She worked there in mid-June of 2014 and her 
jobs included helping board members with the build-
ing operations.
In 1983, she was the director-curator at Augustana 
College Art Museum. 
Maurer said she is interested in the position be-
cause of the potential Tarble has to be greater in its 
educational significance.
“With many years of museum expertise, I have 
worked with campus and community constituencies 
as a trusted, collaborative and organized administra-
tor,” she said.
She said if she were to get the job, her main prior-
ity would be to form partnerships with the commu-
nities surrounding the school by creating challenging 
projects encouraging critical thinking with others.
She said with her experience as a curator, artist and 
art historian, she does well in providing lively art ex-
hibits.
“I particularly enjoy engaging college students who 
are at such a transformative time of their lives,” she 
said.
Maurer said she studies new collections significant 
around the world and are a benefit for research and 
education.
“My biggest research and fundraising endeav-
or was the production of an exhibition of 300 gift-
ed works, along with a coordinated 336-page book 
that compiled contributions from 50 students, seven 
experts in the field, faculty, alumni and administra-
tors,” she said.
Maurer said at her past job, where there was an art 
museum located on campus, she turned the museum 
into a central part of campus life.
“Faculty and student exhibitions regularly were 
presented and acclaimed,” she said.
“I coordinated an art museum cross-campus visit 
program for first-year undergraduates in multiple dis-
ciplines, and faculty increasingly made use of muse-
um resources for class visits and research to the point 
where nearly half the student body was counted as 
annual student-visit contacts.”
Maurer added she has skills and knowledge in art 
handling, exhibition research and interpretation, art 
and humanities education, and recordkeeping.
“I can see successes in expanding audiences by in-
creasing collaborations with students and scholars, 
which will strengthen the community connection,” 
she said.
Stephanie White can be reached at
 581-2812 or at sewhite2@eiu.edu.
Scientist talks hormones, effects on traits
Third Tarble candidate shares experience, goals
MAGGIE BOYLE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Dr. Michael Muehlenbein from Indiania University- Department of Anthropology, presents his 
lecture, “Hormones, Health, and Life Hstories”, on Tuesday in the Doudna Lecture Hall. 
“I can see successes in expanding 
audiences by increasing 
collaborations with students and 
scholars which will strengthen 
the community connection.”
-Sherry Maurer, Tarble Director candidate
Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!
Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816 
Audiences and sorority members were left aghast at 
this Monday’s forum after watching a 5-7 minutes clip 
of the outrageous, so-called sisters on VH1’s controver-
sial television series, “Sorority Sisters.” The Daily East-
ern News, for one, was also left speechless after watch-
ing clips of the show. 
The “Real Sorority Sisters Discuss: ‘Sorority Sisters,’” 
hosted by the Zeta Phi Beta sorority was a forum dis-
cussion about the show that aired on VH1. The offen-
sive behavior portrayed throughout the 10 episodes 
prompted the furious outcry of faithful female mem-
bers of Greekdom. 
“Sorority Sisters” was a VH1 reality television series 
that featured post-collegiate women who were mem-
bers of four historically black female Greek organiza-
tions: Alpha Kappa Alpha, Delta Sigma Theta, Zeta 
Phi Beta and Sigma Gamma Rho. 
Due to the increasingly disappointed population of 
black Greek viewers and several of the Greek nation-
al headquarters of these sororities, the show was swiftly 
pulled off the air. Many of the participants on the series 
were expelled or suspended from their organizations. 
The News can only agree with this decision, and 
we share a similar uneasiness as the proud Greek sis-
ters do. We cannot stand for a show that essentially de-
means and misrepresents the black female, Greek or-
ganizations, especially when the young women at our 
very school have so vehemently expressed their distaste 
for the show.
The seven women on the discussion panel repre-
senting seven different sorority organizations here at 
Eastern debated that there were similarities between the 
series and other foolish shows like “Real Housewives of 
Atlanta” and “Love and Hip-Hop.” Others expressed 
that there was really no difference between “Sorority 
Sisters” and those shows. 
There are numerous reasons as to why headquarters 
fought to have the show cut from VH1—reasons that 
The News would like to support. 
It is unfair to allow a show—a group of irresponsi-
ble to hinder the image of black Greek organizations. 
Expelling and suspending the members was a decision 
that had to be made to convey to a larger audience that 
claiming you are a proud member of a Greek organi-
zation in a commercialized, dramatized television show 
is a disloyal act. 
The young women on the series have shared trade 
sacred traditions and secrets for the world to know 
about, and their raunchy, catty attitudes compel audi-
ences to associate all black female Greek organizations 
with the women who appear on the series. While it is 
a form of entertainment, it is the ultimate disrespect 
to take one’s considered family name and defame that 
name with stereotypical images. 
Sororities mentioned how the show can negatively 
contribute to young women’s decisions in joining a so-
rority. Some may feel attracted to join because of the 
show’s superficial portrayal of Greekdom.
Greekdom is essentially an extension of one’s self. 
It is more than a business; it is a family. A fraternities 
and sororities stand for brotherhood and sisterhood—
a bond bound so tightly that it can and does and will 
continue to effect generations to come. 
 
My grandpa got a cell phone. I have called 
him three times and sent two text messages. 
Unfortunately, he hasn’t mastered retrieving the 
phone from his pocket in time to answer before 
I’m sent to a voicemail he hasn’t set up yet. 
It’s easy to laugh off older generations’ techno-
logical incompetence. Still, it is unfair that a war 
veteran, medical miracle, father of four and ex-
lawyer should be evaluated on his understanding 
of the iPhone 6. 
At the same time, millennials are getting a bad 
reputation. In an age of constant technological 
advancements, we’re asked to achieve everything 
in our power but told to stop multitasking; get 
off our phones; pay attention; don’t take things 
for granted. 
Truthfully, we do take things for granted every 
day. Every time we complain no one under-
stands us, every time we dismiss with rolling eyes 
the advice of an older generation, we refuse to 
acknowledge they have already experienced and 
survived everything challenging and life-changing 
we are going through right now.
We may be facing a dismal-looking job mar-
ket, but the opportunities available to us are pos-
sible because of the accomplishments and hard 
work of earlier generations – generations that 
raised us, educated us, and invented and pro-
duced the technologies many of our careers 
depend on. 
They gave us styles we recycle, timeless music, 
and political and social victories so we might live 
in a safe and accommodating environment.
Our professors, parents, grandparents, and 
advisors – no matter how idealistic their stan-
dards – mean well.  They are hard on us because 
that is exactly how we can expect life to behave.  
And if we can survive life’s trials with the same 
brazenness as generations before us, we will better 
appreciate the moments of beauty and triumph, 
knowing how we struggled to get there. 
Criticism toward our generation comes from a 
place of fear in knowing that the world will con-
tinue to be a terrifying and challenging place, 
despite the accomplishments of every generation 
before us. Humanity is ever-progressing in some 
regard and regressing in others. 
They would hate to see years of hard work and 
perseverance be wasted on OK Cupid and reality 
TV. Our great-grandparents feared the same for 
our grandparents just as our grandparents feared 
the same for our parents and so on and so forth. 
We are part of a trend of young know-it-alls 
who take their privileges for granted – the same 
young know-it-alls who will hopefully come to 
terms with how lucky we are to be so well off in 
life. 
We have been born into opportunities young 
people around the world are dying in the name 
of. At the risk of sounding like an award show 
speech, I would like to extend an overwhelm-
ing thank you to anyone who has worked toward 
bettering the world my generation lives in. You 
have provided us with a sturdy foundation to set 
a precedent of our own.
Katie Smith is a senior journalism major. She can be 
reached at denopinions@gmail.com or 581-2812.
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To sickness and tears
Politicians stand at their podiums behind the TV 
and flash their religions like fancy membership cards 
to some stupid club that no one wanted to be a part 
of anyway.
Dropping a line like “God bless America” into a 
speech has become more of a novelty, a tagline and a 
trope than an actual sentimental wish.
At the same time, if a governor, senator or pres-
ident were to offer a shout-out to the wrong god, 
they would lose credibility instantly.
I don’t doubt that many of these politicians gen-
uinely love God and America, that religion plays a 
big part of who they are and their lives, and that’s 
great. That’s fantastic. 
As easy as it is to bash religions for all the harm 
they’ve done to the world in terms of unnecessary 
wars, rules and judgments, I can still understand 
that some people use religion as a guide to live bet-
ter, make better decisions and feel a meaningful 
spiritual connection.
But it’s become so hard to distinguish when pol-
iticians are being honest, that even religious people 
should take offense to catchphrases like these.
For someone to reduce an entire way of life and 
culture to a campaign advantage or a personality 
perk is insulting. 
That’s why I had to roll my eyes when I heard 
this loaded line interjected into Gov. Bruce Rauner’s 
State of the State address last week:
“The good Lord didn’t make us Republicans 
or Democrats,” Rauner said in front of the Gener-
al Assembly. “He made us in His image to do His 
work, to help each other, to make the world a bet-
ter place.” 
Instantly, I was distracted from my decoding of 
garbled political subtext and could only focus on 
asking myself, “Was that really necessary?”
Being Christian is nothing more than social cap-
ital in this situation, in the same way that Raun-
er being a man, being white and having a wife and 
family is.  
I may have dropped dead if I heard something 
more along the lines of:
“Let’s lower taxes…praise Allah.”
That would have been awesome, but a daring 
political choice, especially for Rauner as a Repub-
lican.
We already have to beat it into their heads to 
keep church and state separate in legal situations; it’s 
ridiculous that politicians feel the need to slip in lit-
tle subliminal clues at every advantage to tell us they 
are on the “good” side. 
Essentially as leaders they are enforcing the idea 
that religions should still separate us.
Many people find themselves curious as to what 
a politician’s religion is, and that’s not necessarily 
wrong because it can say a lot about a person. 
Someone may be more likely to trust a politi-
cian who is their same religion because it means 
they think the same way. They should keep in mind 
though that it may not be an accurate prediction of 
their policies, especially considering that it could just 
be all for show.
Besides, I can read all that on their Wikipedia 
page and move on with my life. I don’t need any 
strategic reminders.
Stephanie Markham is a junior journalism major. She can be 
reached
at 581-2812 or denopinions@gmail.com.
Religion should 
not be political 
advantage
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Introducing the Spring 2015 pledge class of 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha! 
April Somkovic, Elizabeth Pasieta, Beth Dunahee, Nicole Gawlik, Julie Hwang, Helen McNeil, Alexis Dearing, 
Diana Reynolds, Nicole Rosenberg, Jasmin Conyers, Vicki Bezpalko, Madeline Gillman, Marissa Damore, 
Christina Cook, Stephanie Bialka, Sarah Zych, Breamma Watterson, Hailee Michl, Leah Kolakowski, Hannah 
Winston, Nicole Rubenacker, Sara Farrar
Welcome ladies; have a great semester with EΣA	  
Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com
By Ben Misselhorn
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The National Association of Colored 
Women’s Clubs will be collaborating 
with S.T.R.O.N.G. MENtoring to host 
a forum titled “Mahogany Love: Jungle 
Fever,” which will discuss the topic of in-
terracial dating at 7 p.m. Tuesday in the 
Phipps Lecture Hall of the Physical Sci-
ence Building. 
Maya Pitts, the president of the Na-
tional Association of Colored Women’s 
Clubs, said she hopes to see many peo-
ple at the event. 
“I hope to get a very diverse crowd to 
come out,” said Pitts. “I want to get their 
opinions and standpoints on the topic of 
interracial dating.” 
Dionte McWillis, a senior history 
major, is a leader of the S.T.R.O.N.G. 
MENtoring program, which is a pro-
gram that reaches out to minority males 
who may be struggling with problems at 
home or in school while also offering in-
formation about scholarships.  
“It’s a general place where they can be 
themselves and not feel judged,” McWil-
lis said.  
McWillis said he has had experience 
with interracial dating with a Latina 
woman and hopes to share that experi-
ence with others at the forum.
“I’d like to see more white people 
come out,” McWillis said. “Especially 
those in interracial relationships and hear 
both sides; it’s important.”
According to a 2010 study by the Pew 
Research Center, 63 percent of Ameri-
cans are “fine” with interracial marriages. 
About 24 percent of all African-Ameri-
can males married outside of their race 
compared to 9 percent of females.
For Asians, 36 percent of females 
married outside their race compared to 
17 percent of males.
Last year a similar event was held ti-
tled “Black Love” which focused on dat-
ing between African-American men and 
women hosted by the registered student 
organization S.U.C.E.S.S., a group serv-
ing as a spiritual support system for oth-
er women at Eastern in collaboration 
with S.T.R.O.N.G. MENtoring.  
The event will be offering something 
different by including all races and eth-
nicities on campus to discuss their ideas 
and beliefs on interracial dating. 
 “Love is love and it doesn’t matter 
who it’s with,” McWillis said.
Ben Misselhorn can be reached at 
581-2812 or bdmisselhorn@eiu.edu.
‘Mahogany Love: Jungle Fever’ 
to explore interracial dating
“I am confident that with astute 
strategic choices we can be suc-
cessful and grow our online pres-
ence.” Lord said.
Eastern’s enrollment has had its 
trouble over the past few years, 
with the current student popula-
tion decreasing each year.
W h a t  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  t e a m 
found concerning sprouted from 
the possibility of Eastern’s low en-
rollment troubles continuing, and 
how the school might maintain its 
low class sizes.
Lord said despite these wor-
ries, Eastern will still continue to 
showcase personal attention with-
in each of its classes. 
“Concerning class size, East-
ern has been known for person-
al attention and small classes even 
when our enrol lment was  wel l 
above where we are currently.” 
Lord said. “Our student to facul-
ty ratio is at its lowest in my years 
as provost.”
Lord said while  Eastern wil l 
still try to support a personal at-
mosphere in the classrooms, these 
low class sizes are problematic. 
“We cannot continue to have a 
student to faculty ratio at its cur-
rent historic low.” Lord said.
The decline of state funds is a 
different issue for Eastern to con-
quer. 
The school itself has no direct 
control of the level of state fund-
ing provided to university. 
“We basically must manage to 
what the state provides, and we 
will do so.” Lord said.
Eastern will not be up for an-
other accreditat ion review un-
til the 2024-2025 academic year, 
which is meant to provide East-
ern with ample amount of time 
to address each of the concerns in 
hopes of receiving another favor-
able review from the NCA.
Luis Martinez can be
reached at 581-2812
or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
» NCA CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Sticky fingers
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Gavin Maugeri, a Mattoon resident, works on his Duct Tape wallet at the 
“Do You Say Duct Tape or Duck Tape” Tuesday in Blair Hall. Maugeri was ac-
companied by his grandmother who assisted him in making his wallet.
“And so I guess my concern is 
this — last year it was $1 million, 
but surely you knew that intercolle-
giate athletics was going to go way 
over budget before June 30 when 
the budgets were done.” 
Nadler said the issue contribut-
ing to the budget was that revenue 
was coming up short because of 
things like low enrollment rather 
than that departments were over-
spending.
Facu l ty  Senate  member  Je f f 
Ashley said his concern is  that 
with so many academic vacan-
cies not being filled, he is not sure 
budget cuts have been equitable.
“Our department has lost 33 
percent of its  Unit A’s in three 
years,” Ashley said. “We can’t hire 
someone to teach the American 
presidency in the political science 
department.”
Nadler said the student affairs 
division, which includes 19 differ-
ent units, has 89 vacant positions, 
including some in athletics as well 
as directors of counseling, student 
recreation and textbook rental.
“Of the 100 percent of the in-
come fund, which is the combina-
tion of appropriated money from 
the state and tuition dollars that 
are generated, student affairs gets 
less than 4 percent of that pie,” 
Nadler said.
Nadler added that the student 
fee for athletics has not increased 
in the past seven years.
Faculty Senate member Todd 
Bruns said the university seems to 
have the mentality that the ath-
letic department is a “sacred cow” 
that cannot be touched.
Bruns also said the attitude of 
investing in athletics should be 
applied to other areas.
Ashley asked if  the academic 
success of student athletes would 
change if Eastern became Division 
II for athletics instead of Division 
I, and he said the lower division 
might align better with the uni-
versity’s mission.
“If we were to do that I don’t 
think we would have the same cal-
iber of students,” Nadler said.
Athletic Director Tom Michael 
said he is working with campus 
administration to come up with 
a solution to the budgeting prob-
lem.
“It is absolutely my goal for the 
athletic department to be fiscally 
responsible in the institution,” he 
said. “We’re certainly as much a 
part of that as anything else.”
Nadler said he does not want to 
see the university continue down a 
path of feeling that certain depart-
ments need to take away things 
from one another.
“Beyond us,  beyond student 
affairs, I hope we will continue 
working together to make the pie 
bigger,” Nadler said.
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
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1109 4th St.: 4 BR House. W/D and gar-
bage included. $250/person. 
232-4312
__________________________2/12
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. 
Call 217-962-0790. 
Appliances included.
__________________________2/12
2 and 3 bedroom homes close to cam-
pus.  
217-345-5037  
www.chucktownrentals.com
__________________________2/13
3 bedroom, 3 bath duplex east of 
campus. 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
2015 School year: 
RCRRENTALS.COM 217-345-5832
__________________________2/13
VERY NICE 6 BR, 3 BATH HOUSE WITH 
5 VANITIES.  EXCELLENT LOCATION.  7 
PARKING SPOTS.  WASHER/DRYER, 
DISHWASHER, AND LARGE BACKYARD 
INCLUDED.  $290/PERSON.  
217-493-7559.
__________________________2/16
2 BR apartments across from campus 
on 9th Street, all inclusive pricing. 
549-1449
__________________________2/16
5 bedroom house 10 MONTH LEASE 
1836 11th,  $275 each, A/C, W/D, D/W, 
partial covered large patio 
217-345-3273
__________________________2/16
4-6 bedroom house 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1521 2nd, $275 each, A/C, 
W/D, off-street parking 
217-345-3273
__________________________2/16
6 bedroom house includes a studio 
cottage for 1 (6 total) 10 MONTH 
LEASE 1906 11th, $300 each, large 
yard and patio.  A/C, D/W, W/D.  
217-345-3273
__________________________2/16
EIUStudentRentals.com   
217-345-1815
__________________________2/16
BOWERS RENTALS - Very nice 1-5 
BR Homes 
Starting at $300/mo.  1526 1st St. - 
Nice front porch and new windows! 
1703 12th St. - Large rooms and 
screened back patio!  Call or text 217-
345-4001.  eiuliving.com.
For Rent Fall 2015 4 BR house, 2 blocks 
from campus, W/D, dishwasher, great 
parking and nice yard. 
Call or text 276-7003
__________________________2/17
5 bedroom house starting at $375 per 
bedroom. 
Deremiah Rentals 217-549-1628
__________________________2/17
3 bedroom house starting at $375 per 
bedroom. 
Deremiah Rentals 217-549-1628
__________________________2/17
7 Bedroom, 2 Bath - 5 Bedroom, 2 
Bath - 4 Bedroom with basement and 
large covered front porch. All have 
W/D, dishwasher. 
345-6967
__________________________2/18
7 Bedroom House, 2 1/2 Bath: 2 kitch-
ens, W/D, 1/2 block to campus. $295/
each. 
345-6967
__________________________2/18
Awesome 3 BR townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details 630-505-8374
__________________________2/18
Properties available on 7th Street.  5 
or 6 BR houses.  Studio, 3, or 4 BR apts. 
Most utilities paid on apts.  
Call 217-855-8521.
__________________________2/20
We have the size and price you need! 
1, 2, & 3 BR units, four great locations! 
www.tricountymg.com 
217-348-1479 
715 Grant Ave. #103.
__________________________2/20
Available Fall 2015:  1025 4th St.  5 BR, 
2 full baths, 2 half-baths, washer and 
dryer.  
618-670-4442
__________________________2/20
2 bedroom houses. 3 blocks from EIU, 
W/D, $300 each, 11 month lease. 
Call 217-549-7031
__________________________2/27
FOR SUMMER OR FALL 1, 2 & 3 BR 
APTS. 
As low as $285/person, all appliances, 
some with dishwasher, washer/dryer 
or garage. Trash pd some with water 
pd. As close as 3 blks to EIU
348-7746 Carlyle Apartments 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________2/27
Available Now - Deluxe 1 BR Apt, 
117 W Polk, stove, frig, microwave, 
dishwasher, w/d. Trash pd. 
348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com 
__________________________2/27
4 bedroom 2 bath house located at 
1410 9th St available for 15-16! 
Great Location, All Inclusive Pric-
ing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-RENT (7368)  
www.uniqueproperties.net 
__________________________2/27
Very spacious 5 bedroom house 
available at 1705 & 1707 9th St for 
15-16!  Great Location, All Inclusive 
Pricing, W/D - Stay Unique 
217-345-7368 
www.uniqueproperties.net 
__________________________2/27
Large 3 bedroom furnished apart-
ment for Fall 2015. Make an appoint-
ment to see. 
Call 345-3664
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015- 1, 2 & 3 BR APTS. Carlyle 
Apartments 
217-348-7746. 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave, 1 blk. 
from EIU, all kitchen appliances. 
Water & Trash pd. 
217-348-7746 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________2/27
FOR 2015-2016: VERY NICE 1-6 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS. 
CALL 217-493-7559  myeiuhome.com
___________________________3/6
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015
Studio, 1, 2, & 3 bedroom apartments. 
Great locations! 
ppwrentals.com   217-348-8249
__________________________3/16
You deserve to live in a nice home 
with nice landlords.  Leasing for Fall 
2015.  2-5 bedroom homes, in-
cludes all appliances and garbage. 
Walk to campus.  Pet friendly.  
Call or text 217-649-6508 
www.keslerodle.com
__________________________3/31
NO CAR? CLOSE ENOUGH TO WALK. 
Rentals for 1, 2, 3, or 4 within a block 
to EIU. Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Real-
tor. 345-4489. www.woodrentals.com
__________________________3/31
Wood Rentals, Jim Wood, Realtor. 
Over 20 years experience. 345-4489. 
www.woodrentals.com
__________________________4/30
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Rent: Now, Spring 2015, or Fall 2015  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
Housing for 3 or 4 right next to campus 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
One person’s trash is 
another’s treasure- 
list your “For Sale” items 
in the Daily Eastern 
News!
Help wanted
R U N
run every day!
$200/mo.
Call Rachel at
581-2816
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Do you have a small business?
Feel like you need more coverage 
to get clients in your door?
We can help.
Call us at 581-2816
to find out how you can place 
your business advertisements 
for just $10.....yes, $10.
This Space 
Available
Call 581-2816
for more info
Don’t just read the news!
www.dailyeasternnews.com/podcasts/
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
For rent For rent For rent
Sublessors
Mattoon Hampton Inn has a part-time 
front desk attendant position avail-
able. Apply within.
__________________________2/16
Millennium Place Apartments: Avail-
able now through 7-31-2015. $350 
plus utilities. Call Ramon 217-519-2769
__________________________2/20
SUBMIT TED PHOTO
The “Singing Valentines for Hire” are singers from the Coles County Barbershop Quartet. The 
“Valentines” will be visiting businesses and homes in the Charleston area to sing love songs.
Woodal l  s a id  they  can 
never tell exactly how much 
they will make a year.
“Unfor tunate ly,  Valen-
tine’s Day is on a Saturday 
this year.” he said. “Lots of 
people don’t work on Satur-
day.”
On weekdays from past 
years, there were typically 
20 or 30 people who hired 
the “Singing Valentines” on 
campus.
“This year there are no 
classes on the 13th.” Wood-
all said. “We lost out on the 
campus.”
Despite these setbacks, 
there are also new ways they 
are getting hired this year.
These ways include social 
media.
“A lo t  o f  our  guys  a re 
twee t ing ,  Facebook ing .” 
Woodall said. “People get 
to know about (Singing Val-
entines) even though they 
don’t see it in the newspa-
per. There are other ways to 
learn about it now.”
Woodall said the best part 
of singing to people was the 
surprise on their faces, es-
pecially when they had “no 
clue” their significant other 
booked the “Singing Valen-
tines” for them.
“They see four guys, (ask 
themselves) ‘Could this be 
a quartet?’” he said. “Espe-
cially when we’re dressed in 
old fashioned, wholesome 
clothes.”
People can order “Sing-
ing Valentines for Hire” by 
going on the Coles County 
Barbershop Quartet’s web-
site. 
 
Cassie Buchman can be
reached at 581-2812
 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
» VALENTINES CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Get the DEN sent straight to your email! 
Sign up today at DENnews.com
By Sean Hastings
Staff reporter| @Den Sports
Senior shortstop Bailey O’Dell played 
early morning travel softball games in 
Los Angeles, four hours from her home, 
every weekend during high school. 
O’Dell said her Saturdays would start 
with 8 a.m. games which led to even ear-
lier pre-game preparations.
“I’d have to be there an hour and a 
half before, so I’d have to leave at two or 
three in the morning just to get there,” 
O’Dell said. “It was a lot of traveling 
back then, but it paid off in the end.”
O’Dell and Hannah Cole are the 
only seniors on the Panthers’ softball 
team this year.
O’Dell is the starting shortstop for 
the Panthers and has been since her 
freshman year. She hasn’t played any 
other position since she was 13 years old. 
She is one of the leaders of the team, 
being a senior, and is always there to 
help the younger players, especially the 
freshman when they need it. 
O’Dell said she was in their shoes 
once before too and knows what it is like 
to be a freshman getting homesick, and 
adjusting to college.
“I just try to relate to them back to 
when I was their age,” O’Dell said. “If 
they ever have questions, I’ll answer 
them.”
Freshman pitcher Jessica Wireman 
said O’Dell has made an impact on her 
season already.
“I have learned from her that you 
don’t have to be a huge player size-wise 
to be able to compete with the best out 
there,” Wireman said. “I am not the 
strongest or the biggest out there and by 
watching Bailey and seeing her compete 
it shows me that I don’t have to be big to 
be the best.” 
Second year head coach Angie Nich-
olson said she loves the leadership that 
Bailey gives for the team.
“Bailey is a great kid, She works very 
hard and is a quiet leader,” Nicholson 
said. “She does all the right things and is 
a great role model.”
O’Dell led the team with a .351 bat-
ting average her freshman year, which 
included 66 hits and 23 of which were 
extra base hits. 
She earned Ohio Valley Conference 
Freshman of the Year and led the confer-
ence with 19 doubles. 
She continued her success into sopho-
more year, starting all 50 games at short-
stop and batting .313 while adding 10 
more doubles. O’Dell finished her sec-
ond season with six homeruns. 
“Bailey does a great job for us at the 
plate,” Nicholson said. “For the most 
part she sees the ball very well and usual-
ly when she makes contact, it’s for multi-
ple bases. I feel very confident when she 
is at the plate that she is about to make 
things happen for us.”
When O’Dell is at the plate she tries 
to not think about anything. 
O’Dell sings her walk-up song “The 
Downfall of us all” by A Day to Re-
member, while at-bat in her head to 
keep her relaxed.
O’Dell said her biggest improvement 
was finding her comfort zone. 
“I feel this year, this is the most con-
fident, I just feel good about where I’m 
at,” O’Dell said. 
O’Dell said the 2014 seniors helped 
her get into her comfort zone
She said that former Panthers Carly 
Willert and Ashleigh Westover were two 
girls that she always looked up to.
“They helped me relax,” O’Dell said.
O’Dell and the rest of the Panthers 
competed down in Louisiana, this past 
weekend, where they faced off against 
teams like No. 19 LSU and No. 9 Loui-
siana Lafayette. 
O’Dell thought of it as just another 
game despite playing against elite com-
petition. 
“I was just thinking ‘it’s another team 
who cares what the jersey says’”, O’Dell 
said. 
She said you can’t go in worrying 
about the jerseys saying LSU and Louisi-
ana Lafayette, and you have to think of it 
as any other team because you might face 
a pitcher like that in a conference game. 
O’Dell hit .462, with six hits in 13 at-
bats. She hit two doubles and one home-
run with two RBI’s.
O’Dell, a Kinesiology and sports stud-
ies major, started playing softball when 
she was 8-years-old. She said a couple of 
family friends convinced her to come out 
and play (recreation) ball. 
“I never played softball and they got 
me to try out and ever since then I’ve 
been playing,” O’Dell said. “And the next 
year I started playing travel ball.”
Those two friends quit playing a year 
later, but then she met her best friend 
Taylor Wright and continued to play with 
her. 
“I had a classmate who was at the same 
tryout for the same team as me,” O’Dell 
said. “I had just moved there so I didn’t 
really know anyone so we kind of just be-
came friends. So then ever since then I’ve 
been playing ball with her.”
O’Dell attributes a lot of her success 
to her high school coach Dean Gregory 
at Buchanan high school in Clovis, Calif. 
“I still go visit him now on my breaks,” 
O’Dell said. “I can call him up and say 
‘hey come hit me some ground balls’ 
and he’ll be there in a heartbeat. He’s al-
ways been a really good supporter for me 
throughout my career.” 
O’Dell said she always knew she want-
ed to play softball in college since she 
played travel ball. She did not participate 
in other sports during high school be-
cause she wanted to focus on Softball.
She said the whole point of playing 
travel ball at an older age is to get recruit-
ed, which is another reason she concen-
trated solely on the sport. 
O’Dell was considering the University 
of Washington and the University of Cal-
ifornia-Davis, but knew Eastern was the 
best choice.
“When I came here, I just knew,” 
O’Dell said.
She said people always ask her why she 
came all the way to Illinois from Califor-
nia, and has trouble answering because 
there were so many reasons. 
“The girls were great, it was such a 
family atmosphere,” O’Dell said. “I’ve 
been to Illinois before for a tournament 
and I’ve always liked it. There’s no words 
for it. I just love it.” 
O’Dell’s most memorable moment 
in college softball was winning the OVC 
her sophomore year 
“That’s something that’s always going 
to stick with me,” She said.
Once O’Dell finishes her time here at 
Eastern she plans on going back home 
to California and attend Fresno State 
University. She hopes to get into physi-
cal therapy program and become a phys-
ical therapist.
O’Dell has the rest of her senior sea-
son ahead of her and it continues when 
the Panthers head to Auburn on Friday 
to compete in the Auburn Tiger Invita-
tional. 
Sean Hastings can be 
reached  at 581-2812 
or smhastings@eiu.edu.
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Sophomore infielder Bailey O’Dell swings away in a game Sept. 13, 2013 against Heartland Community at Williams Field.  The Panthers took the double-
header by a score of 1-0 and 10-2.
Senior shortstop continuing success
Eastern baseball team set to begin season » COACHCONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
Black said Foster was one of the rea-
sons she got into coaching. 
“He just kept saying you are going 
to be a great coach,” she said. “I didn’t 
really think it was something I want-
ed to get into, but it sort of picked me 
I think. It something I know I can be 
good at. It’s what I love and I can’t play 
anymore, so I guess it’s the next best 
thing.”
Eastern freshman guard Grace Len-
nox said being from Australia her and 
Black have a unique connection. Black 
played in Lennox’s hometown of Ho-
bart, Tasmania for eight seasons.
“She is highly praised by many peo-
ple in Tasmania,” Lennox said. “This 
has obviously brought a connection be-
tween us. What also has helped is the 
fact that we both think the same way 
and want the game to be played the 
same way.” 
As a first-year player, Lennox said 
she has learned more from Black in the 
eight months she has been at Eastern 
than she has any other year.
“I have never had a female coach 
that was a point guard at my height 
before,” she said. “It is incredible how 
much knowledge she has to teach me.”
Bob Reynolds can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
By Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
The Eastern baseball team has 
been picked to finish seventh in 
the Ohio Valley Conference pre-
season poll heading into the sea-
son. 
The Panthers will be returning 
one of the best hitters in college 
baseball from last season in senior 
outfielder Caleb Howell.
Howell had the third highest 
batting average throughout the en-
tire NCAA last season with a .420 
average.
Senior infielder Dane Sauer said 
Howell is by far the best pure hit-
ter he has ever played with.
 “He’s one of the kids who just 
knows how to hit and learns what 
the opposing pitchers are doing to 
get him out and he tends to out-
smart them,” Sauer said. “He is go-
ing to be real fun to watch this sea-
son.”
Eastern coach Jim Schmitz said 
Howell is in the leadoff spot for a 
reason.
The Panthers return many veter-
ans this season. 
Sauer said there are a lot of se-
niors that can bring a lot of leader-
ship to the table this season.
 “We have a good core group 
of seniors who have been through 
this a few times before hand,” Sau-
er said. “There are a lot of veter-
ans on this team that can show the 
younger guys a lot of things.” 
Junior Mitch Gasbarro is go-
ing to start at shortstop after play-
ing second base last year. Freshman 
Joe Duncan will be in centerfield. 
Senior John Devito and freshman 
Hunter Morris will be battling for 
a starting spot at catcher. 
“We are trying to get our best 
team on the field,” Schmitz said. “I 
just think those first 8-to-10 games 
we  a re  go ing  to  p lay  through 
things. We have experienced guys 
that have been through the OVC 
and any coach kind of feels good 
about that.”
Howell will now be playing first 
base, after three seasons in the out-
field.  He said the transition from 
the outfield to first base has been 
OK so far.
Schmitz said the Panthers added 
a good amount of freshman pitch-
ers to the roster this season, in-
cluding Andy Fisher, Ben Hughes, 
A.J. Diepholz and Luke Dietz.
 Red- sh i r t  s en ior  Chr i s t i an 
Slazinik, junior Jake Johansmei-
er and senior Garrison Stenger are 
three other pitchers that Schmitz 
said he is excited about. 
“You have to have to have talent, 
but you want to have experience,” 
Schmitz said.
Senior Brant Valach and Howell 
were named to the preseason All-
OVC for this upcoming season. 
Valach said he is excited about his 
team this year.
“We have a lineup that will pro-
duce runs, one through nine, and 
we have a pitching staff that has 
great veteran leadership backed by 
some younger guys that will more 
than give us a chance to win,” Va-
lach said. “This is a team with a lot 
of veterans and that leadership will 
play into our benefit through the 
year.”
The Panthers will get their sea-
son underway on Friday in Athens, 
Ga. against the University of Geor-
gia. 
Bob Reynolds can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or rjreynolds@eiu.edu.
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Sophomore pitcher Jake Johansmeier throws out a pitch during a scrim-
mage game on Oct. 8, 2014 at Coaches Stadium.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: The Eastern baseball team will start its season on Friday in Athens, GA. against the Univeristy of Georgia. 
By Mark Shanahan
Staff Reporter| @Den_Sports
The Eastern men’s and women’s track 
teams will be have more athletes compet-
ing in the one-day Grand Valley Big Meet 
in Allendale, Mich. on Friday. 
“We’ll probably have more competing up 
there than we did at Notre Dame,” he said. 
“They allow us to get more people into the 
meet and this is a crucial meet for us as far 
as trying to determine our conference line 
up. We are going to try and compete as 
many people as we can.”
At last years’ event, junior sprinter Cal-
vin Edwards, former runner Pablo Ramirez, 
former pole-vaulter Mick Viken and junior 
thrower Janie Howse all won gold medals. 
Coach Tom Akers reflected on the last 
few times at this meet.
“We’ve been there the last three or four 
years,” he said. “It’s sort of like Indiana, 
sort of l ike Notre Dame, it  depends on 
what year. Some years it’s loaded sometimes 
its not.”
Akers talked about the differences be-
tween the one and two day meets for the 
athletes.
He said one of the biggest differences is 
just getting out of rhythm.
 “Away from home, not sleeping in your 
bed just makes you a little more fatigued. I 
prefer a one-day meet,” he said. 
The number of people they can take on 
the trip and injuries play a role in who goes 
on the road this Friday.
“I think we will have a few people back 
in the lineup that we didn’t have this last 
weekend and there might be a couple that 
will end up resting this weekend as well ei-
ther because of injuries or illnesses or may-
be just because of the numbers game,” he 
said. 
Remaining focused is one of the biggest 
things Akers wants to do heading into the 
meet on Friday.
“We talked about it at our team meeting 
right before practice this week and that’s 
just focus,” he said. “Focusing on things 
that we need to do better. We spoke about 
it Friday night while we were at Meyo. We 
had some performances on Friday night 
that just didn’t look l ike we were there 
ready to compete.”
During practice this week, Akers mainly 
empathized not only to be prepared mental-
ly at the end of the week but to work on be-
ing in the frame of mind to improve during 
the course of the week. 
“It’ll just come a lot more naturally at the 
end of the week,” he said.
Mark Shanahan can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or mmshanahan@eiu.edu
Track team 
heads to 
Grand Valley
By Blake Nash
 Staff Reporter |@Banash5
The Eastern Illinois men’s basketball team 
looks to get even with Austin Peay State Univer-
sity on Thursday night. 
The Panthers lost to the Governors last 
month 56-52, and are currently in the middle of 
a three game road trip.
“(Austin Peay) pressed us and did a job de-
fensively,” Eastern coach Jay Spoonhour said. 
“We need to play smart on the road. A win on 
the road would be big for a chance to get to the 
Ohio Valley Conference tournament.”
Eastern is currently 14-10 overall and 7-4 in 
OVC play, but have lost their last two games on 
the road.
In the last few weeks, health has been an is-
sue for the Panthers. Junior forward Chris Oliv-
ier who has missed the last weeks due to illness. 
Senior guard Reggie Smith missed the Panthers’ 
last game against Southeast Missouri on Satur-
day, but he did practice on Monday.
“Reggie looked fine in practice earlier this 
week and should be able to play,” Spoonhour 
said. “We’re still waiting on Chris, who has 
mono. It could be a month but we’re still con-
tinuing to monitor his progress.”
Junior forward Trae Anderson has scored at 
least 20 points in three of the last five games in 
Olivier’s absence. This stretch includes a season-
high 25-point performance in the last game with 
Southeast Missouri. 
Junior Center Chris Horton had 12 points 
and 12 rebounds on top of two blocks for the 
Governors. Even though Horton’s presence in 
the front court was challenging for the Panthers, 
Spoonhour said that he is not looking to get 
Horton in foul trouble.
“He did a good job of not fouling that last 
game,” Spoonhour said. “We don’t want to get 
him in foul trouble though. When you do that 
you’re not thinking about scoring.”
Spoonhour said that the Panthers must take 
better care of the ball this Thursday, especially 
after commiting 16 turnovers in Saturday’s loss 
to Southeast Missouri. The Redhawks recorded 
12 steals against Eastern.
“You can’t let them take it in like they did Sat-
urday,” Spoonhour said. “We didn’t handle the 
press very well. That’s a big concern for Thurs-
day’s game because Austin Peay likes to press.”
The Governors will be playing the last of 
a five game home stand, but have lost all four 
games at home. Their last win came against the 
Panthers.
 Spoonhour said that Eastern is not con-
cerned with the game as a means of redemption. 
“We just need to take these last few games as 
they come, and get to work on getting better,” 
Spoonhour said. 
Freshman guard Cornell Johnston only needs 
10 assists to break the school’s freshman assist 
record set by Mike Robinson in the 2005-06 
season. Johnston has 105 assists on the season, 
and ranks fifth in the OVC in assists with 4.4 
per game.  He dished out eight assists in the last 
meeting with Austin Peay.
Tip-off time is scheduled for 5:15 p.m. 
Thursday at the Dunn Center in Clarksville, 
TN, as the Panthers look for their eighth victory 
of the OVC season.
Blake Nash can be
 reached at 581-2812 
or banash@eiu.edu
Panthers battle Austin Peay in OVC showdown 
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Eastern head coach Debbie Black gives instructions to her players during practice on Oct. 28, 2014 in Lantz Arena. Black, a native of Warmin-
ster, Penn., is being inducted into the Pennyslvania Sports Hall of Fame on Nov. 8. Black was hired as Eastern’s head coach in May 2013. The 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame, established in 1962, is the only community-based hall of fame in the United States.
LO N G  S T O R Y  S H O R T
Bob Reynolds
Sports Editor|@BobReynoldsDEN
Throughout her life, Eastern women’s basket-
ball coach Debbie Black was thought to be too 
short to play basketball.
Well standing at 5-foot-2, the second-year 
head coach has proved her doubters wrong.
Black spent 18 years playing pro basketball 
including stints in the Women’s National Bas-
ketball League in Australia, American Basket-
ball League and the Women’s National Basket-
ball Association.  
During her career, she said the biggest chal-
lenge she had to face was her size. 
“That was sort of a testimony to who I am, 
because it wasn’t just once that I already proved 
myself in so many places,” she said. “You had to 
continually prove it again. That is where I got a 
degree of toughness.”
Black spent eight years in Australia playing 
with the Tasmanian Islanders. 
She came back to America and was drafted 
by the Colorado Xplosion in the now-defunct 
ABL and is the only female professional basket-
ball player to ever record a quadruple-double 
(10 points, 14 rebounds, 12 assists, 10 steals).
 After a short stint in the ABL after it fold-
ed mid-season in 1998, Black was selected 15th 
overall in the first round by the Utah Starzz, 
who is now the San Antonio Stars. 
Black was an All-Star for the Xplosion in 
1997 and 1998 and said it was just a “wow” mo-
ment.
“Whenever you’re placed amongst that kind 
of group of people, you just have to go ‘wow’,” 
she said. “Now that I look back on it, then I 
didn’t think anything of it, I just played hard ev-
ery night and the chips fell where they did, but 
now sometimes I couldn’t believe I was there. It 
was amazing.”
Another challenge Black had to overcome 
was having back surgery at age 34 when she was 
playing with the Miami Sol.
“People thought I was going to lose a step,” 
she said. “I thought that too. I actually came back 
stronger and better. That was probably the most 
grueling summer of my life, because I had to prove 
at 34 I could still play. People were writing me off.”
In the next season after she had surgery, Black 
went on to win the WNBA Defensive Player of 
the Year in 2001, playing for Miami. 
She received a 22 of a possible 60 votes. Also, 
she averaged 2.5 steals per game, 5.6 points and 
3.9 rebounds. She also held opponents to 59.3 
points per game. 
Black said winning that award was huge to 
her.
“My bread and butter was how hard I 
played,” she said. “Everyone kind of diminish-
es my offensive end, but it’s my defensive end 
that every night showed up. Teams hated to play 
against me. Individuals hated to play against 
me. I loved that.”
After retiring in 2005 from the WNBA, 
Black went onto coaching at Ohio State under 
Jim Foster, who she considers as one of her role 
models. 
“He was a mentor. He was my coach. He was 
like my father,” she said. “He still is. He’s taught 
me not only to be successful on the court, but 
it’s in life. The lessons I learned from him are 
the ones I am trying to pass on to the kids I 
coach.”
Foster and Black spent the majority of Black’s 
whole career together. Foster even coached Black 
at St. Joseph University, when she was there from 
1984-1988. 
Foster is now the coach at the University of 
Tennessee-Chattanooga.
 
Height does not stop coach from basketball career
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